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peace. By including the notion of liberty along with security, Locke and other thinkers of the era were
incorporating an element of dynamism and flexibility into their definition. A static order was neither possible
nor desirable. That understanding was one result of the famed philosophical debate between the Ancients and
the Moderns during the late 17th century. Thus, the state of peace would be a dynamic stability, to quote a
recent social theorist, whose major feature is a capacity for self-correction and adaptation 5 to emerging
problems and opportunities. Stasis engenders frustration and conflict, and so does chaos. Hence, dynamic
stability in any social or political arrangement would be another fundamental principle of peace. Thus, any
definition of security that does not explicitly transcend mere suppression of violence seems doomed to fail,
perhaps immediately. The next requirement, in light of the above, is the rule of law. The obvious minimal aim is
the security of persons in their daily liberties and property. Beyond physical security, the goal here is to
establish the empire of laws and not of men, which allows predictability and a sense of fairness. No person, no
matter how exalted, nor any group no matter how large or potent, can be allowed to treat others capriciously,
regardless of motive or circumstance. This view was at the heart of the Enlightenment critique of Absolutism. A
fundamental purpose of law in Enlightenment thought is to prevent individuals and groups from indulging
their passions and interests at the expense of others. It follows...
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