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illustrated. 1857. Excerpt: . . . two thousand inhabitants. These islands are surrounded by coral reefs, belonging
to the class distinguised as harrier-reefs (Art. 906. ). At a further distance to the eastward is Piteaim Island (lat.
25 4s. long. 130 8 w. ), which is of voleanic formation, with a direraied surface, and a fertile soil. It is two and a
half miles long by one mile broad. Piteairn Island has acquired celebrity from its connection wii the mutineers
of the Bounty who settled there in 1789, and whose descendants (then about 160 in number) were in 1855
removed, wi: their own consent, to Norfolk Island. Easter Island, a small and perfectly insular rock, in 27 6s. lat.
aad 109 17 w. long. , forms the most outlying member of Polynesia to th eastward. It is from thirty-five to forty
miles in cireumference, itsurface bold and rocky, and exhibits the craters of several extinct volcanoes. It
contains the remains of some ancient colossal statues, the origin of which is unknown to the few present
inhabitants. (918. ) The Marquesas Islands lie nearer to the equator, between the parallels of 8 and 11 s., and the
meridians of 138 and 141 w. ; st a distance of 900 miles n. E. of Tahiti. The largest island of the group is named
Noukahiva (about 200 square miles). The others are Onaheapa (or Washington Island), Ohivaoa, Taowatte, and
many of smaller siss. They are all mountainous, rising to upwards of 5000 feet...
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