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Urine; Their Bearing on Clinical and Experimental Medicine When a physician had to wait four days before he
could learn how much ammonia a given urine contained, he did not bother himself very often about
determinations of ammonia. And, as a matter of fact, this good old method for the determination of ammonia
was so little used that investigators gradually forgot how the method must be employed in order to yield
correct results. Today any analytic method in urine analysis which cannot be finished within less than two
hours stands in need of further revision. Most of the common determinations in urine and blood will become
from fifteen to thirty minute methods for single determinations, and also several determinations will be made
with little extra expenditure of time. Almost every material reduction in the time and labor required for a given
determination is followed by an increase in the number of investigators who make researches based on that
determination. But it is only when we come down to the very shortest of biochemical methods that they begin
to appeal to clinicians, and it is, | think, no small triumph for the modern technic that clinicians have begun to
compete with laboratory specialists in the fields of research suggested by these new methods. A considerable
and constantly growing number of American physicians now possess laboratories in which chemical
determinations are made. It is difficult as yet to appraise the probable value of this kind of work contributed by
clinicians. A large proportion are busy...
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