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illustrated. 1848 Excerpt: . . . CHAPTER VI. TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 22. The journals of the Opposition appeared
with the notice, in large letters, at the head of their papers, that the Banquet was given up, and an appeal to the
population of Paris to keep order, formed a very prominent part of the announcement. The gauche were
evidently alarmed, while ministers were confident, and their journals sang a triumphant song of victory. From
an early hour detachments of Municipal Guard, troops of the line and cavalry, were seen moving towards the
Boulevards and the Chamber of Deputies; it became known that heavy squadrons of cavalry had entered Paris
during the night, while others were concealed within the Hippodrome, or were bivouacked round the
fortifications. The spies of the Government reported during the night that there was a total absence of
conspiracy. To try and discover something, the police had, on the Sunday night, effected a number of arbitrary
arrests at the masked balls of the Opera and Ambigu-Comique. This audacious proceeding produced no result.
The weather was disagreeable, even wet. A sombre and threatening sky hung over the town, but from six in the
morning the Boulevards presented an animated appearance. Crowds of working men, of shopkeepers, began
to move towards the Church of the Madeleine, in front of which the procession was to have met and formed.
Many were not aware that the Banquet was given up, and went to witness the departure of the cortege, while
those who...
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