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Casemate Books, 2011. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. 15.2 x 22.9 cm. "But for his early death, many
Frenchmen believe Leclerc would have been their greatest figure to emerge from World War II. De Gaulle
himself admitted to his son-in-law that he gave up smoking when Leclerc died, in order to retain his health in
case France needed him, because Leclerc was no longer there. From the fall of France until 1943, Leclerc
dovetailed his operations with the British eHort in North Africa, establishing himself as a dynamic combat
leader in the battles against Rommel. But once theconflict shiIed to European soil he became even more
prominent as the commander of the 2nd French Armored Division (the famous 2e DB). For the next two years
he was under the operational control of either Patton's Third Army, as in the Normandy breakout, Hodges' First
Army, at the Westwall, or Patch's Seventh Army in the south. His career not only includes the liberation of Paris,
for which he is most famous, but the retaking of Strasbourg and the reduction of the Colmar Pocket. Helping to
spearhead the advance into Germany itself, Leclerc's armor comprised a rock upon which American units
could rely, and its waving the tricolor during the Allied counter-invasion went far toward retrieving French
prestige in the war. By the German surrender in May 1945, Leclerc is one of very few Frenchmen of whom it can
be said that he never stopped fighting to regain France's freedom, from the debacle of 1940 right through to
the end. AIer VE-Day Leclerc was dispatched to reassert French authority in Indo-China, anuphill task given the
atrophy suHered by the French colonial government due to its isolation from its homeland and local Japanese
superiority. While being partly successful in the south and Cambodia, Leclerc soon...
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