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OK: THE IMPROBABLE STORY OF AMERICA'S GREATEST WORD

Oxford University Press Inc. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Ok: The Improbable Story of
America's Greatest Word, Allan Metcalf, It is said to be the most frequently spoken (or typed) word on the planet,
more common than an infant's first word ma or the ever-present beverage Coke. It was even the first word
spoken on the moon. It is "OK"-the most ubiquitous and invisible of American expressions, one used countless
times every day. Yet few of us know the hidden history of OK-how it was coined, what it stood for, and the
amazing extent of its influence. Allan Metcalf, a renowned popular writer on language, here traces the
evolution of America's most popular word, writing with brevity and wit, and ranging across American history
with colorful portraits of the nooks and crannies in which OK survived and prospered. He describes how OK
was born as a lame joke in a newspaper article in 1839-used as a supposedly humorous abbreviation for "oll
korrect" (ie, "all correct")-but should have died a quick death, as most clever coinages do. But OK was swept
along in a nineteenth-century fad for abbreviations, was appropriated by a presidential campaign (one of the
candidates being called "Old Kinderhook"), and finally was picked up by operators of the telegraph. Over the
next century and a half, it established a firm toehold in the American lexicon, and eventually became
embedded in pop culture, from the "I'm OK, You're OK" of 1970's transactional analysis, to Ned Flanders'
absurd "Okeley Dokeley!" Indeed, OK became emblematic of a uniquely American attitude, and is one of our
most successful global exports. "An appealing and informative history of OK." -Washington Post Book World
"AGer reading Metcalf 's book, it's easy to accept his claim that OK is 'America's greatest word.'" -Erin McKean,
Boston Globe...
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Ed ge]  th e co llectio n  stacks o f  ch ild ren 's l i teratu re:  C h u n h y an g Qiu y u n  1.2 - - -                                     
C h ild ren 's L iteratu re 2004( C h in ese Ed itio n )            
paperback. Book Condition: New. Ship out in 2 business day, And Fast shipping, Free Tracking
number will be provided aGer the shipment.Paperback. Pub Date: 2005 Pages: 815 Publisher:
the Chinese teenager Shop Books all book....
Read  Do cu men t »   

Gen u in e b o o k Orien tal f erti le  n ew  v ersio n  o f  th e f amo u s p rimary  sch o o l                                   
en ro llmen t p ro gram: th e in tellectu al d ev elo p men t o f  p re- sch o o l                         
J ian g( C h in ese Ed itio n )        
paperback. Book Condition: New. Ship out in 2 business day, And Fast shipping, Free Tracking
number will be provided aGer the shipment.Paperback. Pub Date :2012-09-01 Pages: 160
Publisher: the Jiangxi University Press Welcome Salan. service...
Read  Do cu men t »   

L earn  th e N au tical Ru les o f  th e Ro ad : A n  Exp ert Gu id e to  th e C OL REGs f o r A ll                                    
Y ach tsmen  an d  M arin ers      
Fernhurst Books Limited. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Learn the Nautical
Rules of the Road: An Expert Guide to the COLREGs for All Yachtsmen and Mariners, Paul B.
Boissier, Expert information for yachtsmen and...
Read  Do cu men t »   

Th e First Ep istle  o f  H .  N .  a C ry in g- Vo y ce o f  th e H o ly e Sp irit  o f  L o u e.  Tran slated                             
Ou t o f  Base- A lmay n e In to  En glish .  ( 1574)  ( Pap erb ack)                
Eebo Editions, Proquest, United States, 2010. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.EARLY HISTORY OF
RELIGION. Imagine holding history in your hands. Now...
Read  Do cu men t »   

A  Do g o f  Flan d ers:  U n ab rid ged ; In  Easy - to - Read  Ty p e ( Do v er C h ild ren 's Th riG                                     
C lassics)
Dover Publications, 2011. Paperback. Book Condition: New. No Jacket. New paperback book
copy of A Dog of Flanders by Ouida (Marie Louise de la Ramee). Unabridged in easy to read
type. Dover Children's Thrift Classic....
Read  Do cu men t »   
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