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wings. Readers will find in Pigeon an enticing exploration of the historical and contemporary bonds between
humans and these two unique and closely related birds. For polluting statues and architecture, the pigeon has
earned a bad reputation, but Barbara Allen offers several examples of the birds importanceas a source of food
and fertilizer, a bearer of messages during times of war, a pollution monitor, and an aid to Charles Darwin in
his pivotal research on evolutionary theory. Allen also comments on the literary love and celebration of pigeons
and doves in the work of such writers and poets as Shakespeare, Dickens, Beatrix Potter, Proust, and Isaac
Bashevis Singer. Along the way, Allen corrects the many stereotypes about pigeons in the hope that the rich
history of one of the oldest human-animal partnerships will be both admired and celebrated. This item ships
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